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Join our team!

Interested in making STEM more accessible and fun to
the youth of Maryland? Email us at mso [dot]
communications2023 [at] gmail [dot] com to learn
more about how you can get involved!

Looking ahead

Our first tournament of the season — the Regional
event for Division C West — will be held at the
Montgomery College Germantown Campus on
February 8, 2025.
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MSO T-Shirt Design Contest
Winner

We are pleased to announce that Nidhish G. is the
winner of the 2025 MSO T-shirt Design Contest!
Nidhish’s design will be printed on all T-shirts
provided for volunteers at Regional and State
tournaments.

Want a free T-shirt? Email us to inquire about
volunteering opportunities.

ALUM SPOTLIGHT

Meet Quinn Wagner, MSO alum and
currently a Biobank Scientist at
AstraZeneca! Her favorite event is
Crime Busters — in her words, “the
perfect example of doing science.”

"Practice makes progress. There is no
such thing as perfect. Continue
practicing with your teammates and
create memories — these are lasting.”

Quinn Wagner

Biobank Scientist at AstraZzeneca READ MORE
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FOSTERING CREATIVITY AND

DISRUPTION IN BUSINESS

Event Spotlight: Microbe
Mission

Microbe Mission dives into the fascinating world of
microbiology, challenging students to explore the
role of microbes in health, ecosystems, and
biotechnology. Careers in microbiology, such as
biomedical research, clinical diagnostics, and
environmental science, often begin with a passion
for understanding how tiny organisms have a
massive impact on our world.

Shown here is an artistic rendering
of the molecules that make up an
E coli. bacterium. Read More.

TEAM SPOTLIGHT

Walter Johnson High School's Science
Olympiad team has been active since
2009 and is heavily student-led. With a
strong connection to feeder middle
schools and creative recruitment

strategies (like a cardboard Groot at
the freshman picnic), the team
maintains 70-80 active members each
season and emphasizes inclusivity
over early cuts.

Walter Johnson HS

State Tournament, 2022 READ MORE
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FULL INTERVIEW WITH QUINN
WAGNER

Why did you initially join Science Olympiad?

QW: “While | was a student athlete and spent most of my time on a field, | had a passion for
anything related to Biology. My older sister happened to be on the Middle School Science
Olympiad team and | was able to see the interesting "sciencey” things she was doing. The
coach also happened to be my science teacher and she encouraged me to grow my
knowledge in STEM by trying out for the team. Thanks Mrs. Ankrom!”

Can you share a particularly memorable experience as a competitor?

QW: “One core memory that sticks with me is from my first year competing: | broke my
helicopter on the way to the state competition. | was trying to reinforce the joints in the back
of my family’s minivan and ended up super gluing my fingers to the device! The experience
taught me an important life lesson: mistakes happen, and you just have to roll with them.”

How did Science Olympiad influence your academic and professional
trajectory?

QW: “Science Olympiad taught me that success isn’t always about winning a gold medal.
There were plenty of times | felt like | was failing because | didn’t place first, let alone place at
all. Those experiences helped me grow and shaped the person | am today and prepared me
for challenges in my career.”

Are you still involved with Science Olympiad in any capacity?

QW: “You bet! Last year, | was the head coach at Urbana Middle School. This was a very
rewarding opportunity but took more time than | could commit. | want to continue to be a
part of Science Olympiad, so this year, | am focused on writing, preparing, and supervising
exams for teams across Maryland.”
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FULL INTERVIEW WITH MR. BROCK
EASTMAN (WALTER JOHNSON HS)

Can you share a little bit about your team'’s history?

BE: “I believe WJ established our Science Olympiad club in the 2009 season. | have personally
been involved since 2013-14. Our club has been heavily student run since its inception
because that was one of the founding values of our original officers. The student officers are
highly involved in decisions like managing event enrollment, invitational prep, and team
creation. This extends to each event as well. A student serves as an event leader who is
responsible for holding meetings and preparing students interested in each event. You also
probably recognize me (coach - Mr. Eastman) if you’ve done a taxonomy event in the
Western region or states. My background is in zoology, so | was very pleased to find
myself.."volunteered” to write for Entomology back in 2014. For real though, it's been as much
of a learning experience for me as the competitors, and any day | can push taxidermy hawks
in a stroller across Johns Hopkins’ campus is a good day.”

What's the most rewarding part of being involved in SO?

BE: “I really love how students get to almost take their own elective science classes through
the process of competition. A lot of my most rewarding activities in school were those where |
got to dig in on topics like ornithology or herpetology (yes, | write those taxonomy tests for
love of the game), and that kind of personal study was really formative to who | am today.
It's great to give kids a similar space to discover these interests.”

Does your team have a favorite event or genre of events?

BE: “I can’t necessarily speak for the whole team, but certain people seem to gravitate
toward similar events. What | would offer is more advice. The most valuable competitor
doesn't just become a “tester” or a “builder” or have one branch of science they love. They're
versatile, and often choose events that are receiving less love because they know if they can
become competitive in that team slot that’s hard to fill, they will become invaluable. A lot of
sophomores and even freshmen can find themselves on the states team with this ethos.
Personally? Bugs and birds is life.”

::E mso.communications2023@gmail.com




VOL.1 JANUARY 2025

LAST BUT NOT LEAST...

MD Science Olympiad National Science Olympiad
Website Links: National SO Website
e Divisions B/C (grades 6-12)
e Division A (grades K-5) Official Rules:
e Division C
Upcoming Tournaments: e Division B
e [2-8-25] Division C West
Regional @ Montgomery Check them out on social medial
College Germantown * |Instagram
e [3-1-25] Division B East/West e Youtube

Regional @ Richard
Montgomery HS

e [3-1-25] Division C East Regional
@ Western HS

e [3-8-25] Division B Baltimore
Regional @ Morgan State

e [3-29-25] Division B State @
Johns Hopkins

e [4-5-25] Division C States @
Clarksville MS

Check us out on social medial
e Facebook
e X
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https://scilympiad.com/md
https://scilympiad.com/md-a
https://www.facebook.com/MarylandScienceOlympiad/
https://x.com/MDSciOly
https://www.soinc.org/
https://www.soinc.org/sites/default/files/uploaded_files/Science_Olympiad_Div_C_Rules_2025_for_Web_Secured.pdf
https://ncscienceolympiad.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Science_Olympiad_Div_B_Rules_2025_for_Web_Secured.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/scienceolympiadofficial?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.youtube.com/user/ScienceOlympiadTV

